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ACTIVITY: UNDERWATER RECOVERY

In this activity, students will get an opportunity to experience a mock underwater recovery.
Working in pairs, they will gain an understanding of the challenges archaeologists and
recovery experts face while they work to recover planes, ships, and submarines from the
depths of the ocean.

WHEN TO PLAY:

e To illustrate through hands-on learning the difficulties of wreck retrieval.
e To review previous lessons on WW2 battles and sites.

e To review material from the day as a closing activity.

e To encourage teamwork among students.

MATERIALS:

o Water

o Tub

e “Debris”

e “Coral’

e Target item to represent a sunken plane, ship, or submarine.
HOW TO:

1. Prepare:

a. Gather your water, tub, “debris”, “coral,” and target item.

i. The “debris” and “coral” can be anything that will not be damaged by
being submerged in water.

b. Optional: If you are asking the students to recover a target item from a
specific battle site, relevant maps and information can be printed out to help
guide them.

2. Play:

a. Divide students into pairs.

b. Select one student to be the Operator and one student to be the ROV
(Remotely Operated Vehicle).

c. The Operator is challenged with guiding the ROV through the debris to
rescue the target item. The ROV cannot make any adjustments or
movements on their own and must only do as directed. This means the
Operator must be very careful with instructions.

d. Optional: to increase difficulty provide the ROV with a blind fold or instruct
them to close their eyes.
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e. Optional: to increase difficulty instruct the ROV that they can only pinch to
grab debris (like a crab)

f. Make sure to leave enough time to rotate roles so everyone knows the
difficulties involved in both roles.

3. Declare a Winner:

a. The first team done from each session is the winner, prizes are optional but

encouraged.
4. Review:

a. Ask the students if there a part of the activity they found particularly difficult?
For example, visibility. In this scenario the Operators will not have a video
feed to help guide their instructions to the ROV, how did they tackle this
problem?

b. Ask the students if they were going to design an ROV, using what they have
learned, what equipment and/or functions would they want to make sure were
on it?

c. Ask the students if there are any other problems or issues they could see real
wreck retrieval specialists experiencing that they did not?

5. Supplemental Video

a. Project Recovery Webinar: Bringing America’s MIAs Home:

https://youtu.be/qlBJj0-UOXU (or scan QR code)
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https://youtu.be/glBJj0-UOXU

