
Exploring the 
Home front 
through 
Propaganda



Objectives
Students 
analyze government 
publications during World 
War II and identify the 
main messaging to 
citizens on the home 
front

01
Students will describe 
ways citizens contributed 
to the war effort, 
including purchasing war 
bonds, growing victory 
gardens, and working in 
defense industries

02
Students describe how 
propaganda campaigns 
affected perceptions 
around women's roles in 
society.

03



Warm Up: 
No Exceptions (Watch video 
from 2:50-7:07)

• As you watch, consider these questions:

• How do women participate in the war effort 
according to the video?

• What is the argument against citizens who do 
not participate in the war effort?

• What is the overall message of the film?

WWIIPublicDomain. (2013, Aug 31).  "No Exceptions" 1943 Homefront Propaganda 
(full) [Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouTFrkH37Mk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouTFrkH37Mk


Home front



Key Idea: 
"Total 
War"

• The United States entered  "Total War" after 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. Across the United 
States, changes occurred in the way people 
ate, worked, traveled, and thought about the 
country.

• Propaganda highlighted these changes, 
encouraging Americans do their part in the 
war and established a "home front" to 
achieve victory in the Pacific



Propaganda
• "The spreading of ideas, information, or 

rumor for the purpose of helping or 
injuring an institution, a cause, or a 
person" or "ideas, facts, or allegations 
spread deliberately to further 
one's cause or to damage an 
opposing cause." (Merriam-Webster)

• Messages employed to convince citizens 
to help the war effort

Woodburn, Thomas B. [Soldiers' Life], poster, 1941-04-
10?; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650032/m1/1/?q=recruiting%20poster: access
ed July 29, 2024), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting National Museum of the Pacific War/Admiral 
Nimitz Foundation.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650032/m1/1/?q=recruiting%20poster
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


Opportunities and 
Limitations: Women
• Labor shortages due to 

the massive number of men in 
armed forces.

• Entrance into 
occupations traditionally reserved 
for only men, including armed 
forces

• Limitations
o While challenging traditional gender 

norms, many women lost or left jobs 
after the war when male veterans 
came home.

Woodburn, Thomas B. [Soldiers' Life], poster, 1941-04-
10?; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650032/m1/1/?q=recruiting%20poster: access
ed July 29, 2024), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting National Museum of the Pacific War/Admiral 
Nimitz Foundation.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650032/m1/1/?q=recruiting%20poster
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


Opportunities and Limitations: 
Bracero Program

• Bracero Program (1942-
1964): Agreement between United 
States and Mexico allowing Mexican 
farm laborers to work in the United 
States

• By 1947, ~19,000 Braceros
• By the end of the program in 1964, about 

4.5 Braceros had participated in the 
program. (Colorado Oral History project)

• Limitations
• Discrimination in public places
• Low wages

Lange, Dorothea, First Braceros, c. 1942, Online Archive of California 
and Oakland Museum of 
California, https://oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft7h4nb2gt/?layout=metadata&brand=oac4

https://www.unco.edu/colorado-oral-history-migratory-labor-project/pdf/Bracero_Program_PowerPoint.pdf
https://oac.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft7h4nb2gt/?layout=metadata&brand=oac4


Opportunities and Limitations: 
African Americans

• Executive Order 8802: Banned 
discriminiation based on race 
in defense industry jobs

• Challenges remained:
• Segregation in public spaces 

and in military
• Lower wages compared to 

white counterparts
• "Double V" Campaign: Fighting for 

freedom abroad and fighting for 
equality at home

1894th Aviation Engineer BattalionMaceiras, Richard P. [1894th Aviation Engineer Battalion Members Posing in Front of 
Tents], photograph, [1944,1945]; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1
602018/: accessed July 29, 2024), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to 
Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting National Museum of the 
Pacific War/Admiral Nimitz Foundation.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1602018/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1602018/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


Wartime 
measures: Rationing
• Rationing: Government allow only a fixed 

amount of a certain goods.

• May 1942: Sugar one of first foods 
rationed

• Example items: butter, coffee, 
meat, sugar, tires, rubber, gasoline

• Ration books: 
Booklets containing stamps to keep 
track of ration points.

[Rationing on the 
Farm], pamphlet, 1941~; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650080/: acc
essed July 29, 2024), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting National Museum of the Pacific 
War/Admiral Nimitz Foundation.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650080/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


War time measure: 
Censorship
• Letters sent to family members censored 

for sensitive information

• Executive Order 8985: creation Office of 
Censorship and government could 
monitor correspondence in and out of 
country

• Campaign to make sure individuals did not 
share potential national security threats

• News self-regulated by newspaper editors, 
working in coordination with United States 
Government.

Federal Art Project, S. "Censored" Let's censor our conversation about the war. , None. 
[La.: wpa war services of la., between 1941 and 1943] [Photograph] Retrieved from the 
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/98518277/.



Wartime measures: 
Victory Gardens
• Private gardens kept by Americans

• Combating food limitations through 
growing one's own food

• Americans planted millions of Victory 
Gardens across the country

Rosskam, Louise, photographer. Washington, D.C. Victory gardening in the 
Northwest section. Buying seed for the victory garden. Washington D.C. United 
States District of Columbia Washington D.C, 1943. May. Photograph. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017853976/.



Wartime measures: 
War Bonds
• Government bonds issued to help 

fund World War II

• Pay 75% of face value (example: $50 
bond sold for $37.50)

• ~85 million Americans participated.

Smith, Bruce H. [Figure it Out 
Yourself], pamphlet, 1943; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1
650017/m1/3/?q=war%20bonds: accessed July 29, 2024), University of North 
Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; 
crediting National Museum of the Pacific War/Admiral Nimitz Foundation.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650017/m1/3/?q=war%20bonds
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1650017/m1/3/?q=war%20bonds
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


"War Against Waste"
• Americans were encouraged to eliminate 

any wasteful activities or waste any 
resource.

• Ex: limits on travel, saving cooking fat, 
collecting scrap metal

• Publications from both public and 
private entities

Better Business Bureau Educational Division. Better Business Bureau Conversation 
Series, No. 13, 1942, periodical, 1942; Boston, Massachusetts. 
(https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1649996/: accessed July 29, 
2024), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas 
History, https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting National Museum of the Pacific 
War/Admiral Nimitz Foundation.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth1649996/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/


When Analyzing Propaganda, 
Consider:
• Step 1: What images do you see?

• Note symbols, people, objects in the 
poster.

• Step 2: What text do you see?
• Words, authors, slogans.

• Step 3: What might be the purpose 
of this material?
• Apply any background knowledge to 

interpret the poster.



Try to analyze 
this poster!

War Production Co-Ordinating Committee, United States Creator. We 
Can Do It! Rosie the Riveter. United States of America, 1942. [Place of 
Publication Not Identified: Publisher Not Identified, to 1943] 
Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2021669753/.



Activity: 
Modified Gallery Walk

• Locate the Main activity worksheet

• Groups of 3-5

• You will walk around the classroom to 
all 9 exhibits. Fill in your worksheet at 
each rotation!

• 3 minutes/rotation

• At the end of the activity, place a star on 
your worksheet next to the exhibit 
you think is most effective.



Main Activity 
Worksheet



Rotation 1
3 Minutes



Rotation 2
3 Minutes



Rotation 3
3 Minutes



Rotation 4
3 Minutes



Rotation 5
3 Minutes



Rotation 6
3 Minutes



Rotation 7
3 Minutes



Rotation 8
3 Minutes



Rotation 9
3 Minutes: Be Sure you have information written down for all materials. 



Supplemental 
Activity [Optional]
• Locate the supplemental activity sheet

• Create a least 3 groups by circling 
similar exhibits together

• Complete the table



Discussion
• Based on the exhibits, what were 

Americans expected to do on the home 
front? Provide at least two examples 
from the materials. 

• Who do you believe was the main target 
for propaganda materials?

• Overall, what message did the materials 
seem to portray? Based on 
previous historical knowledge, how 
accurate were these depictions of 
American society during the timer 
period?



Prompt for writing 
exercise
• Explain how American 

citizens contributed to the war effort. 
Provide at least 2 examples from the 
gallery walk. 



Gallery 
Sources



Exhibit A
• “Wanted For Murder” produced by the 
Office of War Information, 1944.Source: 
National Museum of the Pacific War Digital 
Archive through the Portal to Texas History



Exhibit B
• Recruiting pamphlet for the U.S. Marine 
Corps Women’s Reserve. Source: National 
Museum of the Pacific War Digital Archive 
through the Portal to Texas History



Exhibit C
• “Bombs or Bombs?” pamphlet published 
by the U.S. Printing Office. Source: National 
Museum of the Pacific War Digital Archive 
through the Portal to Texas History



Exhibit D
• Pages 10-11 of a pamphlet titled “Scrap 
and How to Collect It” by the American 
Industries Salvage Committee, September 
1942. Source: National Museum of the 
Pacific War Digital Collections through the 
Portal to Texas History



Exhibit E
• Source: “Use V-Mail for Overseas Mail” 
flyer from the U.S. Army Postal Service, 
1944. Source: National Museum of the 
Pacific War digital collections through 
Portal to Texas History



Exhibit F

• Point Saving Meals pamphlet by Lola T. 
Dudgeon for the Agricultural Extension 
Service at the University of Arizona. 
Source: National Museum of the Pacific 
War digital collections through Portal to 
Texas History



Exhibit G
• Selected pages from Lona B. Parker’s War 
Ration Book 4, 1943. Source: National 
Museum of the Pacific War through Portal to 
Texas History



Exhibit H
• “United We Win” Poster. Source: 
National Archives. NAI #513820



Exhibit I
• “Get a War Job!” Poster. Source: National 
Archives. NAI #513840



Sources Cited-Text 
and Video

• Falcon, P. (Ed.). (n.d.). The Bracero Program. Colorado Oral History & Migratory Labor Project. https://www.unco.edu/colorado-
oral-history-migratory-labor-project/pdf/Bracero_Program_PowerPoint.pdf

• Harper, M. Jeffries, J., Tuttle Jr, W., Lichtenstein, N., & Stikoff, H. (2007). World War II and the American Home Front. National 
Park Service. https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalhistoriclandmarks/upload/WWII_and_the_American_Home_Front-508.pdf

• National Park Service. (2023, December 7). Women in the Military During World War II. U.S. Department of the Interior. 
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/women-in-the-military-during-world-war-
ii.htm#:~:text=More%20than%20350%2C000%20American%20women,Marine%20Corps%2C%20and%20Coast%20Guard .

• Norwich University. (accessed 2024, July 19). The Cost of U.S. Wars Then and Now. 
https://online.norwich.edu/online/about/resource-library/cost-us-wars-then-and-now

• Oregon Secretary of State. (accessed 2024, July 19). Rationing: A Necessary But Hated Sacrifice. Life on the Homefront: Oregon 
Responds to World War II project. https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/ww2/Pages/services-rationing.aspx

• WWIIPublicDomain. (2013, Aug 31).  "No Exceptions" 1943 Homefront Propaganda 
(full) [Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouTFrkH37Mk

https://www.unco.edu/colorado-oral-history-migratory-labor-project/pdf/Bracero_Program_PowerPoint.pdf
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Printable 
Exhibits

You can also print the exhibits 
through the Lesson plan!



Exhibit A



Exhibit B



Exhibit C



Exhibit D



Exhibit E



Exhibit F



Exhibit G



Exhibit H



Exhibit I
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